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" papered over" so skilfully now burst open into a definite
split. The Wellingtonian wing had been willing to act as
colleagues of Canning in the Liverpool Ministry, but they would
not serve under him. Their resignations made it very difficult
for him to form an efficient Ministry, and may have hastened his
death a few months later (1827).
His old friend Lord Goderich (formerly Robinson) tried to
carry on the Government, but nobody had much faith in the
Canningites now that Canning himself was gone, and they were
soon forced to resign. George IV then placed Wellington in
office, with Peel as leader of the House of Commons. He was
delighted at the turn things had taken, for he felt that the
country would now be safe from the " danger " of Catholic
Emancipation.
§ 278. religious equality.—But Fate had a strange trick
in store for him : his high Tory friends found themselves com-
pelled not merely to consent to Emancipation, but to force it on
a reluctant Parliament and nation, although in so doing they
shattered the Tory party, which had been in office for sixty years!
The first matter in which they had to give way to the reform-
ing spirit was the Repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts (1828).
These Acts had been passed in the reign of Charles II to enhance
the privileged position of the Church of England by making
Dissenters ineligible for public offices in the Government or
municipalities (Ni 18). It was long since anyone had been prose-
cuted for breaking the law in the matter; but with the growth of
more tolerant views about religion, broad-minded men had long
felt that it was unjust to place millions of worthy fellow-citizens
in a humiliating position of inferiority. The Whigs (who had
always counted Dissenters among their most loyal supporters in
elections) now brought forward a motion that the Acts should
be repealed. The Government found public opinion so strong
on the subject that they had to give way before it.
In resisting Catholic Emancipation, on the other hand, they
had four-fifths of English and Scottish people at their backs;

